
Even though this volume is part
of a review series on clinical sur-
gery, it is disappointing that the
section on medical management is
so cursory. Surgical management
methods, including venous throm-
bectomy, inferior vena cava occlu-
sion, pulmonary embolectomy and
the use of intraluminal devices
for occlusion are all well described,
although the details of these tech-
niques may be of limited interest
to the general medical reader. The
final chapter fully describes the re-
lation between cor pulmonale and
pulmonary embolism.

Despite some obvious inade-
quacies as a text, this monograph
does present an easily read review
of pulmonary embolism. The edi-
tor's statement that "the informa-
tion presented here will enhance all
clinicians' ability to make critical
clinical decisions" is perhaps over-
optimistic, but this concise text is
worth reading. It will certainly be
of value to generalists and primary
care physicians as well as trainees
of all disciplines preparing for ex-
aminations. For specialists it has a
limited value as a quickly and easily
read summary of a condition with
which they may not be entirely up
to date.
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The purpose of this book is to
provide students of orthopedics
with basic information about the
care and management of fractures
in children. It emphasizes that treat-
ing a fracture in a growing skeleton
differs from treating an adult's frac-
ture.

The text, a synthesis of the
experience gained by orthopedic
surgeons at meetings of the Arbeits-
gemeinschaft fUr Osteosynthese-
fragen in Switzerland over a 20-
year period, begins by outlining the
basic differences between growing

bone and adult bone. The chapters
on histomorphology cover the his-
tologic and physiologic features of
the epiphyseal plate in adequate
detail and depth; clinical examples
are given in subsequent sections.
The authors emphasize obtaining
adequate initial .reduction and im-
mobilization rather than relying on
growth to correct malreduction. The
gist of this introductory section is
that physicians must work with
nature in healing children's frac-
tures and avoid disturbing the nor-
mal sequence of events. However,
if the fracture is not healing as it
should, intervention is mandatory.

Most of the book deals with spe-
cific fractures of different parts of
the skeleton. Those who treat frac-
tures in children know that elbow
injuries can cause difficulties both
in interpreting the roentgenograms
and in selecting the treatment. These
injuries are given excellent cover-
age, and there are many diagrams
that explain the forces that cause
injury and indicate how to correct
that injury. Evidently most elbow
fractures in children are managed
conservatively in Switzerland. Par-
ticular types of epiphyseal injury
to the elbow are discussed in detail
and illustrated with roentgenograms
and drawings.

Fractures of the hip joint are
covered in similar detail. The
authors advocate early open reduc-
tion and internal fixation to prevent
damage of the blood supply to the
femoral head. They stress that since
nonoperative treatment and blind
manipulation of the fragments in-
crease the danger of avascular
necrosis, open reduction with stabil-
ization by means of suitable metal
implants is mandatory.
The authors cover fractures of

children's arms and legs in great
detail. Each one is considered separ-
ately, and the various forms of
treatment are outlined. Though
open reduction with internal fixa-
tion is unnecessary for most of these
fractures, when surgery does be-
come necessary it must be meticu-
lous.

This book would be a welcome
addition to hospital libraries and
to the private collections of both
general orthopedic surgeons and
those who deal exclusively with

childhood injuries. It is an excellent
reference book for residents in or-
thopedics. It covers injuries to the
immature musculoskeletal system,
advises safe, reliable methods of
treatment, gives alternative forms
of management for difficult frac-
tures and suggests remedial steps
when initial therapy fails.
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